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Abstract I:
This essay on travelling gardens of (post)colonial time opens with two iconic 
LPDJHVRIÁRDWLQJJDUGHQVLQFRQWHPSRUDU\SRVWFRORQLDOOLWHUDWXUH:LOO3KDQ-
tom’s bio-garbage rafter, which saves him in the midst of a cyclone in Car-
pentariaE\WKH$ERULJLQDODXWKRU$OH[LV:ULJKWDQG3L·VFDUQLYRUHLV-
land-organism in Life of Pi (2001), which cannot save him from his shipwreck, 
E\&DQDGLDQZULWHU<DQ0DUWHO7KHVHÁRDWLQJK\EULGJDUGHQVRIWKH$QWKUR-
pocene precede the real travelling gardens of both Michael Ondaatje’s The 
Cat’s Table DQG$PLWDY*KRVK·V ,ELV7ULORJ\  WZRDXWKRUV
who both indirectly and directly tell the story of botanical gardens in Asia, 
DQGRISODQWDQGVHHGVPXJJOLQJDQGWUDQVSODQWDWLRQ´GLVSODFHPHQWµDOVR
hinting at their historical and economic colonial implications. For, after all, 
ERWDQLFDOJDUGHQVLPSO\DYHU\VSHFLÀFYHUVLRQRIFDUH&XUD5REHUW3RJXH
+DUULVRQZKLOHHPERG\LQJDSUHFLVHLPSHULDOVFLHQWLÀFDQGHFRQRPLF
project (Brockway 2002; Johnson 2011).
Abstract II:






dini galleggianti e ibridi dell’Antropocene precedono i veri e propri giardini 
YLDJJLDQWLGL0LFKDHO2QGDDWMHH$PLWDY*KRVK,TXDOLULVSHWWLYDPHQWHQHO
URPDQ]RL’ora prima dell’alba *DU]DQWLHGLWHQHOODWULORJLDGHOODIbis 
1HUL3R]]DUDFFRQWDQRODVWRULDGLDOFXQLJLDUGLQLERWDQLFLLQ$VLD
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his brother and the animals of their private Zoo1. The liner becomes a modern mock-Noah’s 
1 =RRVDUHSDUWRIDQ,PSHULDOQHWZRUNRI´DQLPDOWUDGLQJµWRRDQGRID´UHJLPHRIH[WUDFWLYHFDSLWDOLVPµ
The novel starts with this act of violence against animals, as they are transported on board a ship, for too long 
Le Simplegadi
Vol. XV-No. 17 November 2017
ISSN 1824-5226
DOI: 10.17456/SIMPLE-64





































WZR RQO\ VXUYLYRUV RI WKH VKLSZUHFN WKH WLJHUZLWK DPDQ·V QDPH 5LFKDUG 3DUNHU DQG 3L$OWKRXJK KH
PDQDJHVWRVDYHWKHWLJHUDQGWKH\ERWKHQGXSVWUDQGHGRQWKHVKRUHVRI6RXWK$PHULFDWKHWLJHULPPHGLDWHO\
GLVDSSHDUVLQWRWKHWKLFNHVWIRUHVWDQG3LLVOHIWGHVSHUDWHDWWKHLGHDWKDWWKHWLJHUKDVEHHQLQGLIIHUHQWWRKLV
friendship all the time. Animals in The Life of PiZRXOGGHVHUYHDWKRURXJKWUHDWPHQWKDGQRWWKLVHVVD\EH
specifically devoted to vegetal life.
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%RWK OLWHUDU\ÁRDWLQJ LVODQGVDUHVLWXDWHG LQ WKH3DFLÀF2FHDQ WKH ODUJHVW2FHDQRQ
HDUWKDQGWKHPRVWP\VWHULRXV,WLVZHOONQRZQWKDWLQWKH3DFLÀFWKHUHLVDOVRWKHODUJHVW
swirling garbage patch, a circling island mainly made of entangled plastic, that is slowly 
dissolving into micro-particles, dispersing and trickling down, towards the bottom of the 
VHDZLWKVWLOOXQNQRZQFRQVHTXHQFHVRQPDULQHÀVKDQGELUGVDQGWKHUHIRUHDOVRRQKX-
man alimentation.










from the river, EHIRUHLWFRXOGJHWLQWRWKH1RUWK6HD7KXVZLWKWKHPRXOGLQJRIWKHSODVWLF
LQWRKH[DJRQDOERZOOLNHEDVHVÀOOHGZLWKKXPXVDQGSODQWVWKHULYHUKDVVHHQWKHELUWKRI
ÁRDWLQJLVODQGVRIELRSODVWLFJDUEDJHJDUGHQV2.
7KHÀUVWQRYHO Carpentaria is engaged with social, political and environmental con-
FHUQVIRULWH[SORUHVWKHZRUOGRIWKH$ERULJLQHVDWZDUZLWKERWKZKLWH$XVWUDOLDQVDQG
ZLWKLQWHUQDWLRQDOPXOWLQDWLRQDOV%RWKKRVWLOHIRUFHVDUHFRPSHWLQJLQVDFUHGODQGJUDE-
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tissementIRULWLVEDVHGRQWKHSRVWPRGHUQPRGHORIWKHDEVROXWHO\XQUHOLDEOHQDUUDWRU
DQGRQKLVLQFUHGLEOHDGYHQWXUHV<HWLWH[SORUHVWKHSRVVLELOLW\RIVXUYLYDORQHTXDOWHUPV
































haven, if not as a kind of heaven.
<HWKXPDQJDUGHQVKRZHYHUVHOIHQFORVHGWKHLUZRUOGPD\EHLQYDULDEO\WDNHWKHLU





Vol. XV-No. 17 November 2017
ISSN 1824-5226
DOI: 10.17456/SIMPLE-64





WKHULJKWWRQDPHLWIRUVKHPRXOGHGLWÀUVW7KXVWKHQDPHZDVhomo, named after humus 
HDUWK+DUULVRQ,WLVLQWHUHVWLQJWRQRWLFHWKDWWKHJDUGHQLVODQGWKDWHQDEOHV:LOO
WRVXUYLYHLQCarpentariaKDVJRWVRPHKXPXVWKDQNVWRWKHELUGV·H[FUHPHQWVZKLOHWKH
inhospitable green island in Life of PiZKHUH3LKRSHVWREHDEOHWRVXUYLYHGRHVQRWFRQWDLQ
KXPXVDWDOO
7KHQ+DUULVRQSURFHHGVE\D΀UPLQJWKDW´WKHIDOOIURP(GHQKDQGHG$GDPDQG(YH
over to a regime of care and the so-called vita activaµ +DUULVRQRIODERXUZRUNDQG

















In spite of the fact that Harrison analyses only classical gardens for one’s retreat and 
SOHDVXUH LQGHHGWKHUHDUHJDUGHQVFUHDWHG IRUSURÀWDQG LQGHHGWKHUH LVD OLWHUDWXUH WKDW
GHDOVZLWK WKHP:KHQ WKLQNLQJRI WKH5R\DO%RWDQLFDO*DUGHQVRI FRORQLDO WLPH IRU LQ-
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WLPH²WRRNDORQJMRXUQH\VLPLODUWRWKHRQHUHFRXQWHGE\0LFKDHO2QGDDWMHLQKLVQRYHO
The Cat’s Table (2011).
,QWKDWQRYHOWKUHHER\VDUHLQYLWHGWRORRNQRWVRPXFKDWDÁRDWLQJJDUGHQEXWUDWK-
HUDWDSURSHUWUDYHOOLQJJDUGHQ,QWKHLUWHHQVRQWKHLUYR\DJHIURP6UL/DQNDWR(QJODQG
they are led by Mr Daniels, one of the passengers and a botanist (with whom they share the 
cat’s table), into the bowels of the ship. They all climb down metal ladders, and meet locked 















7KLVÁRXULVKLQJRIERWDQLFDO VLWHV DQGDJULFXOWXUDO VWDWLRQV UHÁHFWHGDGHPDQG IRU
HPSLULFDODQGWKHRUHWLFDONQRZOHGJHDERXWWKHHDUWK·VÁRUDDQGLQSDUWLFXODUWKHGH-









nux vomica ,WKDVDQDOOXULQJVPHOO >«@,W·VDVWU\FKQLQH7KHVHZLWKWKHLUÁRZHUV
IDFLQJGRZQDUHDQJHO·V WUXPSHW7KHRQHV IDFLQJXSZLFNHGO\EHDXWLIXODUHGHY-
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QRWVDWLVI\FRPSOHWHO\WKHLUFXULRVLW\DERXWSRLVRQVEXWKHSURYLGHVWKHPZLWKVRPHOHDYHV
they can roll into a bidi and smoke, in spite of their being eleven years old. His botany lesson 
EHFRPHVHYHQPRUHIXQ
+HVHHPHGVXGGHQO\NHHQRQOHFWXULQJXVDERXWSDOPVIURPDOORYHUWKHZRUOG+H





































Vol. XV-No. 17 November 2017
ISSN 1824-5226
DOI: 10.17456/SIMPLE-64







Drawing on post-colonial perspectives, scholars have treated botanic gardens as 
¶FRQWDFW]RQHV·RUK\EULGVSDFHVZKHUHOLQNVEHWZHHQ(XURSHDQVFLHQFHDQGLWVHP-































pots and cases. To provide additional protection for the plants, Fitcher had designed 
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RI LQGHQWXUHG ODERXU7DPLOVZRUNHG LQ WKHSODQWDWLRQVRI&H\ORQZKLOH&KLQHVHFRROLHV
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